THE SECOND BOOK

CHAPTER  i

AFTER Our Sovereign Saviour had taken the person 1073
who wrote first the treatise aforesaid, to His manifold
mercy, and the priest, of whom is before written, had
copied the same treatise after his simple cunning, he held
it expedient to the honour of the Blissful Trinity, that His
holy works should be notified and declared to the people,
when it pleased Him, to the worship of His Holy Name.
And then he began to write in the year 1438, on the
feast of Saint Vitalis, Martyr, by such grace as Our Lord
wrought in His simple creature, of the years that she lived
after; not all, but some of them, after her own tongue.
And first, there is a notable matter which is not written
in the aforesaid treatise. It befell soon after the creature
before written had forsaken the occupation of the world,
and was joined in her mind to God as much as frailty
would suffer.
The said creature had a son, a tall young man, dwelling
with a worshipful burgess in Lynne, using merchandise
and sailing over the sea, whom she desired to have drawn
out of the perils of this wretched and unstable world, if
her power might have attained thereto. Nevertheless, she
did as much as was in her, and when she could meet with
him at leisure, many times she counselled him to leave
the world and follow Christ, insomuch that he fled her
company and would not gladly meet with her.
So, on a time, it happed the mother to meet with her
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